Chapter 10 Study Guide
Inner and Eastern Asia, 400-1200
Objectives
After studying this chapter the students should:

1. Understand the role of Buddhism and its relationship to the Tang state and the reasons for and results of the backlash against Buddhism in the late Tang and Song periods.
2. Be able to discuss the history and the significance of the relationships between China and its neighbors, including Central Asia, Korea, Japan and Vietnam.

3. Be able to carry out a simple comparative analysis of the different roles of Buddhism in China, Tibet, Korea and Japan
4. Understand the nature and significance of technological innovation in the Song Empire.

Key terms:

Chan’an
Grand Canal

Tang Empire

Li Shimin

Tibet

tributary system

Mahayana Buddhism

bubonic plague

Uighurs

Kamakura Shogunate

Song Empire

junk

gunpower

Zen

shamanism

Neo-Confucianism

Koryo

Shinto

examination system

footbinding

Trung sisters

moveable type

Fujiwara

Champa rice

Discussion Questions:

1. What roles did geography and the environment play in the development of states in and around China during this period?

2. How and why does the culture of Song China differ from the Chinese culture of the Tang period?

3. How why did the roles and status of women vary over time and space in East Asia?

4. Why do some historians call the Song “modern?”  What does this indicate about their definition of the word “modern?”
5. Compare the relations between China and its Central Asian neighbors (Tibet, Uigur Empire, Liao Empire and Jin Empire) on the one hand and its East Asian neighbors on the other (Japan, Korea, Vietnam).  How do the relationships differ, and why?

6. Is there a relationship between the environment in which civilization develops and its ability to develop and project military power?

7. What was the importance of Buddhism to East Asian societies?

8. Describe how the Tang Empire blended Chinese and Turkish elements to create what the chapter calls a “cosmopolitan world.”

