Chapter 11 Study Guide

After reading Chapter 11, the students will be able to explain:

1. How isolation from other continents shaped technological and social developments in the Americas.

2. How each region of the Americas differed geographically, and how these differences influenced the development of the diverse cultures of the Americas.

3. What environmental challenges the peoples of the Americas faced, and how they met those challenges.

4. How the cultural legacies of early cultures such as the Olmec and Chavín civilizations shaped the societies that followed them, and why the cultural traditions of the Americas proved very durable.

Students should be familiar with the following terms in Chapter 11:

Teotihuacan

chinampas

Maya

Toltecs

Aztecs

Tenochtitlan

tribute system

Anasazi

chiefdom

khipu

ayllu

mit’a

Moche

Chimù

Tiwanaku

Wari

Inca

acllas

Sample Essay Questions:
1. As Mesoamerican populations grew, political institutions gained in power.  In what ways did the power of these political institutions affect society?

2. What was the Mayan view of the cosmos?

3. What was the influence of religion in the Mesoamerican world?

4. Compare the Aztec and Inca empires, emphasizing agriculture, politics, and the military.

