Chapter 12  Study Guide

After studying this chapter the students will be able to explain:

1. How the Mongols united under Genghis Khan, and what factors particular to Central Asia contributed to their rise.

2. How the land and peoples in eastern Eurasia were influenced by Mongol rule, and in what ways the Mongols’ rule in the East compares or contrasts with their rule in the West

3. How the peace imposed by the Mongols helped ideas and technologies pass along trade routes, and how Muslims also participated in that cultural exchange.

4. How the Mongols transformed China into a Mongol state, and how the Chinese reacted to that transformation.

5. How the Ming Empire addressed the changes wrought by the Mongols.

6. How Korea, Japan, and Vietnam developed during the Mongol period, and in what ways Mongol occupation, or the threat of Mongol occupation, influenced their government policies and economic development.

Students should be familiar with the following terms in Chapter 12:

Ögödei

Genghis Khan

Mongols

nomadism

bubonic plague

Il-Khan

Golden Horde

Yuan Empire

Timur (Tamerlane)
Alexander Nevskii

tsar

Ottomans

lama

Zheng He
Beijing

kamikaze

Yongle

Kublai Khan

Yi Kingdom

Ming Empire

Ashikaga Shogunate

cottage industries

Manchuria

Forbidden City

Yi Empire
movable type

shogunate

Annam

Champa

steppe

Juvaini

Rashid al-Din

tax farming

Ibn Khaldun

Nasir al-Din Tusi

“Arabic” numerals

Sample Essay Questions:
1. Describe in detail the knowledge and skills that the Mongol Empire spread across Eurasia.  How did the Mongols integrate different cultural and intellectual traditions?

2. Discuss the legacy of the Mongols in western and eastern Eurasia.  How did they affect the political, economic, religious and social systems of the peoples they conquered and the peoples they attempted to conquer?

3. Was Zheng He sent by the Yongle emperor to explore and colonize?  Explain in detail the intention and results of Zheng He’s travels.

4. Discuss Mongol military technology and governmental techniques. How did the combination of the two bring about the subjugation of most of Eurasia, the control of great masses of people, and the impoverishment of much of the countryside?

5. Compare and contrast the lifestyles of nomadic and sedentary peoples.  How did each earn their livelihood, what was their daily life like, and how did they relate to outside groups?

6. The Chinese are often credited with inventing gunpowder.  Where did gunpowder originate?  Describe its early uses in both peace and war.

7. How did the effects of Mongol domination differ in Russia and in the Muslim lands?  How were they similar?

8. What effects did the Mongols have on the lands that lay on the periphery of their territories?

Map Questions:

1. The Mongol emperor Kublai chose Beijing as his capital city.  Explain the significance of Beijing in geographic terms.  How was it similar to or different from other Mongol capitals?

2. Using the geography of the region, explain development of Japan and Korea as unique states with outside cultural influences.  What states influenced them?  Were they able to maintain unique cultural traditions?  How did geography play a role in that development?

