Chapter 14:   The Latin West Study Guide

After studying this chapter the students will be able to explain:

1. How Latin Europe changed during the Late Middle Ages, and how those changes affected the growth of cities, trade, the economy, the status of women, and the use of the environment.
2. How Latin Europe began its evolution from a feudal system to a centralized monarchy, and what was involved in this process.

3. How the Renaissance grew out of the intellectual milieu of the Middle Ages, how Greco-Roman art and writings preserved by Italy, Byzantium, and the Islamic world influenced it, and in what ways Muslim and Chinese science contributed to the ideas of the Renaissance.
4. How the many technological, economic, and social innovations of the Late Middle Ages and the Renaissance in Latin Europe were to change the face of Europe and the world.

Students should be familiar with the following terms in Chapter 14:

Latin West

three-field system

Black Death

water wheel

Hanseatic League

guild

Gothic cathedral

Renaissance (European)

universities

scholasticism

humanists (Renaissance)

printing press

Great Western Schism

Hundred Years War

new monarchies

reconquest

Sample Questions:
1. How did serfdom slow improvements in agricultural production
2. Discuss European attempts at agricultural expansion.  Why was it attempted, what was the process involved, and how successful was it?

3. Describe the institution of the university.  How did it arise, and in what ways was it similar to or different from Islamic madrasa?

4. Discuss the ecological effects of industry in Medieval Europe.
5. Trace the growth of European industry, technology, and trade in the Middle Ages through the development of the textile industry.

6. How did Europe benefit from cultural borrowing?  From whom did they borrow and what was borrowed?

7. Discuss the relationship between monarchs, nobles, and the church during the reigns of the new monarchs.  Was this relationship different from that in feudal times?  Why or why not?

