Chapter 15:  The Maritime Revolution to 1550
After studying this chapter the students will be able to explain:

1. In what ways the period from 1400 to 1550 represents a departure from earlier global expansion.

2. Through what motives and methods Europeans gained global dominance.

3. How the peoples of Africa, Asia, and the Americans reacted to European dominance.

4. Why European empire building was more effective in the Americas than in either Africa or Asia.

Students should be familiar with the following terms in Chapter 15:
Zheng He
Arawak

Henry the Navigator

caravel

Gold Coast

Bartolomeu Dias

Vasco da Gama

Christopher Columbus

Ferdinand Magellan

conquistadors

Hernán Cortés

Moctezuma

Francisco Pizarro

Atahualpa

Sample Questions:

Short Paragraph

1. Why did the Ming voyages of exploration end?

2. What kind of technology was employed by the Portuguese, and later other Europeans, to facilitate their voyages of exploration?

3. What did Afonso I hope to gain by his relationship with the Portuguese and how did the situation get out of his control?

4. Why did Ethiopia need Portuguese help and under what conditions would Portugal grant it?

5. Describe the career, motivation, and impact of Prince Henry the Navigator.

6. Briefly explain why the century between 1450 and 1550 was a major turning point in history.

Essays

1. Briefly describe the non-European patterns of expansion before 1450.  What were the goals in these expansions and what methods were used to achieve them?

2. What were the Europeans’ motives and methods in their voyages of exploration?

3. Compare and contrast three responses to European exploration.

4. Describe the role of the Portuguese in the Indian Ocean trading network.  What methods did they use and how successful were they in achieving their goals?

5. Why were Europeans so much more successful in establishing territorial empires in the Americas than in African and Asia?

