Chapter 16 Study Guide

After studying this chapter, the student will be able to explain 

1. How Latin Europe changed during the Late Middle Ages, and how those changes affected the growth of cities, trade, the economy, the status of women, and the use of the environment.

2. How Latin Europe began its evolution from a feudal system to a centralized monarchy, and what was involved in this process.

3. How the Renaissance grew out of the intellectual milieu of the Middle Ages, how Greco-Roman art and writings preserved by Italy, Byzantium, and the Islamic world influenced it, and in what ways Muslim and Chinese science contributed to the ideas of the Renaissance.

4. How the many technological, economic and social innovations fit he Late Middle Ages and the Renaissance in Latin Europe were to change the face of Europe and the world.

5. Be able to analyze the causes and consequences of Europe’s fourteenth century demographic disaster.
6. Understand the ways in which the intellectual development of the later Middle Ages reflected Westerners’ views of themselves and of their relationship to the past.

7. Understand the ways in which the Hundred Years War and the emergence of the “new monarchies” laid the foundations for the modern European state system.

Students should be familiar with the following terms from Chapter 16:

guild

Gothic Cathedrals

Renaissance (European)

university

scholasticism

humanists (Renaissance)

printing press

Great Western Schism

Hundred Years War

new monarchies

reconquest of Iberia

Magna Carta

pollution

Sample Essay Questions:

1. Discuss the ecological effects of industry in medieval Europe.

2. Trace the growth of European industry, technology, and trade in the Middle Ages through the development of the textile industry.

3. Discuss the role of guilds, and explain how they functioned on a social, political, and economic level.

4. How did Europe benefit from cultural borrowing?  From whom did they borrow and what was borrowed?

5. Discuss the relationship between monarchs, nobles, and the Church during the reigns of the new monarchs.  Was this relationship different from that in feudal times?  Why or why not?

Geography Questions:

1. Review Map 16.2, “Trade and Manufacturing in Later Medieval Europe” on page 400 of your textbook.  How was urban growth in the Latin West linked to increased trade and manufacturing?

2. The later Middle Ages witnessed a strengthening sense of nationalism and realignment of national boundaries.  On an outline map of Europe, trace the boundaries of the new monarchies that existed in 1500.

