Chapter 18 Study Guide
Southwest Asia and the Indian Ocean, 1500-1750
Objectives:
1.  Understand how the Ottomans built and administered their territorial empire.
2. Understand the rise of the Safavids and the role of Shi’ite Islam in the development of Iranian identity under the Safavids.
3. Understand the construction of the Mughal Empire in India nd the relations between Islam, Hinduism and Sikhism.
4. Understand the internal and external factors that led to the decline of the Ottoman and Mughal empires and to the fall of the Safavids.
5. Understand the roles of the Portuguese, Oman and the Dutch in the development of trade in the Indian Ocean and Southeast Asia.
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Possible Essay Questions:
1.  What three factors were responsible for  the expansion of the Ottoman Empire, beginning around 1300?  Explain your answer in detail.
2. Explain the economic and military crisis that inspired the decline of the Ottoman Empire.
3. Describe in detail the major similarities between the Safavid and the Ottoman Empires and the differences that distinguished the Safavid Empire.
4. Compare and contrast the two important cities, Istanbul and Isfahan, in terms of their culture and society.
5. What was the primary feature that distinguished the Mughal Empire from the Ottomans and Safavids?  Explain your answer in detail.
6. Why did the trade empires in the Indian Ocean region succeed and the Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal Empires decline?

