Chapter 1 Study Guide

After studying Chapter1, you should:
1. Be able to describe the development and significance of the relationship between hominids and their changing environment and be able to identify the three distinctive traits of human beings.
2. Be able to describe the ways in which early humans adapted to different environments and be able to differentiate between hunter-gatherer and food-producing economies.

3. Be able to analyze the environmental causes and effects of the transition from hunter-gatherer to food producing economies.

4. Be able to describe the relationship between the development of different economies (hunter-gatherer, agricultural and pastoral) and their different social and cultural characteristics.

Students should be familiar with the following terms in the chapter:

civilization
culture

history

Stone Age

Paleolithic

Neolithic

foragers

Agricultural Revolutions

Holocene

megalith

Babylon

Sumerians

Semitic

city-state

Hammurabi

scribe

ziggurat

amulet

cuneiform

pharaoh

ma’at

pyramid

Memphis

Thebes

hieroglyphics

papyrus

mummy

Harappa

Mohenjo-Daro

Discussion Questions:

1. How did the physical and cultural characteristics of hominids change over time, and how do scientists document and explain these changes?
2. How have changes in the environment influenced the physical development of the human species?

3. What is culture?  Do environmental conditions and changes in the techniques of production have an effect on culture?  If so, how?

4. What effects did the agricultural revolutions have on Neolithic societies?

5. What were women’s roles in the first 4 million years of human history?  What evidence can we find that might give us some indications of what women’s roles may have been?  Does the evidence indicate how women’s roles may have changed over time?  How and why might such change have occurred?
Sample essay questions:

1. Briefly define culture and describe the culture of Stone Age humans.
2. Describe the conditions leading to the transition from food gathering to food cultivation.  Also, briefly describe the difference and similarities in agriculture around the world.

3. Why did Neolithic peoples form permanent settled communities?  What were the advantages and disadvantages of these communities?

4. Briefly describe the social, political, economic and technological factors necessary for a human society to be considered a civilization. Is there any problem with the word, civilization?  Why do people equate the term with their own way of life?

5. Social divisions are a persistent feature in civilization.  Define the term social divisions as it is used in the text. Describe the social divisions within Mesopotamian society, and indicate the reasons for those divisions.

6. How did the status and experience of women change as Mesopotamian society developed into a civilization?

7. Compare the civilization in the Indus Valley with the civilizations in Mesopotamia and Egypt.
Beyond the material from the book, the students will be expected to participate in class discussions and are responsible for ideas discussed.  Students are also responsible for additional readings distributed by the teacher.

The Earth and Its Peoples Website

There is a wealth of text-specific materials corresponding to the Third Edition of The Earth and Its Peoples.  To locate the site, type the following address into your internet browser:
http://college.cengage.com/history/world/bulliet/earth_peoples/3e/students/index.html
This will bring you to a variety of activities and resources to supplement your study of World History.  Explore this site and plan to visit it often during the course to help you in reinforcing the material.  

You will be responsible for doing the ACE Practice Tests for each chapter.

After you finish the ACE Practice test, you will be prompted to send the score or print the test.  You are to print the FIRST PAGE ONLY.  Bring the page, with your name and period number to class for collection.   Unless otherwise instructed, there will be an ACE test due every Friday for the duration of the course.  We have 36 weeks and there are 34 Chapters.  We will be forced to double up on some weeks to allow for other testing and review.  

This is a graded assignment.  You must score a 90% or more to complete the assignment.  If you don’t score a 90%, go back and try again until you do.  There are only 2 possible grades for this assignment, 0 or 100%.  Please remember that you must do ALL work to qualify for recovery if needed.  Do your own work.
Email your ACE Test to garysruther3@gmail.com
