Chapter 2:  New Civilizations in the Eastern and Western Hemispheres.
After studying this chapter, the students should:

1. Be able to describe the response of the people of early China, Nubia, Celtic Europe and Central America to the challenges of their environments.

2. Be able to explain the basis of power, status and wealth in each of the societies treated in this chapter.

3. Be able to discuss the influence of older cultural centers on the development of Nubian and Celtic society.

4. Be able to analyze change over time in China, Nubia, Celtic Europe and Central America, in terms of the significance of their varying environments, the roles of bronze, horses and chariots, and the phenomenon of interdependence.

Student will be familiar with the following terms used in the chapter:

loess



Shang

divination

Zhou

Mandate of Heaven

Legalism

Confucius

Daoism

yin/yang

Kush

Meroë
Olmec

Chavín

llama

Be prepared to answer the following questions in class

1. How did the peoples of early China, Nubia, and the Olmec and Chavín civilizations each develop distinctive political and social institutions, cultural patterns, and technologies in response to the challenges of the environment?

2. What was the basis of the status, power, and wealth of elite groups in each society, and how did they dominate the rest of the population?

3. How did the technological and cultural influences of older centers affect the formation of the new civilizations?

4. Why did societies in the Eastern and Western Hemispheres acquire complex organizations and potent technologies at different times and in different sequences?

5. Compare the political system and the political philosophies of China to those of Egypt and Mesopotamia.  How does ideology develop in response to political and social crises?

6. How did trade and other peaceful cultural interaction influence the cultural development of the civilizations discussed in the chapter?  How important are trade and the influence of other cultures to the development of the civilizations discussed in this chapter?
7. How did war and imperial expansion influence the development of the civilizations discussed in this chapter.

8. How did the elites in Nubia, Mesoamerica, and China gain access to and maintain control over essential raw materials?  What factors might account for the different strategies adopted by elites in different times and places?

