Chapter 3:  The Mediterranean and Middle East, 2000-500 BCE.
After studying this chapter, the students should:

1. Understand the environment, technological, political, and cultural factors that led societies in the Mediterranean and Middle East to develop their distinctive institutions and values.
2. Be able to identify the geographical locations and the fundamental characteristics and historical development of these societies and understand the role of migrations in their development.

3. Be able to compare the structure and the goals and analyze the wider influence of the Assyrian and the Carthaginian empires.

4. Explain why some of these societies were destroyed or assimilated while others survived.

5. Be able to explain how land-based and sea-based empires differed from each other in style, technique, and philosophical outlook.
Student will be familiar with the following terms used in the chapter:

Iron Age
Hittites

Hatshepsut

Akhenaten

Rameses II

Minoan

Mycenae

shaft graves

Linear B

Neo-Assyrian Empire

mass deportation

Library of Ashurbanipal

Israel

Hebrew Bible

First Temple

monotheism

Diaspora

Phoenicians

Carthage

Neo-Babylonian kingdom

Be prepared to answer the following questions in class

1. What environmental, technological, political, and cultural factors led these societies to develop the distinctive institutions and values?
2. In what ways were the societies of this era more interconnected and interdependent than before, and what were the consequences-positive and negative of these connections?

3. What were the causes and consequences of large scale movements of peoples to new homes during this era?

4. Why were certain cultures destroyed or assimilated while others survived?

5. What new, complex, social and economic structures evolved in the era of empire building?

