Chapter 4:  Greece and Iran, 1000-30 B.C.E.
After studying this chapter, the students should:

1. Understand the historical development and the economic basis of the Persian Empire and be able to discuss the religious and political justifications for kingship and the mechanism that the Persians developed for successful amdinsistran of their extensive and diverse empire.

2. Understand the geographical, economic, and technological bases and the social structure of Archaic and classical Greek civilization and be able to analyze the causes of the political evolution that led to the polis and democracy.

3. Understand the causes and effects of the struggle between Persia and Greece.

4. Be able to analyze the significance and both the short and long term influence of Persian a Greek culture in the Mediterranean and western Asian worlds.

Student will be familiar with the following terms used in the chapter:

Cyrus (Kurush)
Darius I (Darayavaush)

satrap

Susa

Persepolis (Parsa)

Zoroastrianism

polis

Athens

Sparta

hoplite 

tyrant

democracy

humanism

sacrifice

Herodotus

Pericles

Persian Wars

trireme

Socrates

Plato

Peloponnesian War

Alexander

Hellenistic Age

Ptolemies

Alexandria

Be prepared to answer the following questions in class

1. Compare and contrast Greek and Persian civilizations.  What cultural traits, religious beliefs, and social organizations separated them?  Which of these attributes did they share?

2. Discuss the effect of the physical environment on Persia and Greece.  What aspects of the geography and climate influenced the development of their societies?

3. Discuss the development of Greek philosophy from the Pre-Socratic thinkers to the Sophists.  How were these various philosophies received by the Greek people?

4. Compare and contrast Sparta and Athens.  What differences and similarities can be seen in their histories, government systems, goals and societies?  How did they interact?

5. Discuss the legacy of Greece and Persia.  What effect did they have on their neighbors and on their descendants?

You should be able to compare and contrast the Persian and Greek religions.

