Chapter 5 Study Guide

After studying this chapter you should:

1. be able to analyze the causes of the rise, the stability , and the decline of the Roman and Han empires in terms of their respective geographical locations, natural resources, economic base, administrative structures, and ideological systems.

2. Understand the political evolution of the Roman state from the Republic to the principate, paying particular attention to how change was related to the growth of empire and questions of land ownership.

3. Be able to describe the development of Christianity and explain how it became the dominant religion of the Roman Empire.

4. Understand the institution of emperorship and the respective roles of the gentry, the msall landholders, peasants and nomads in the history of Han China.

Students will be familiar with the following terms used in the chapter.
Roman Republic

Roman Senate

patron/client relationship

Roman Principate

Augustus

equites

pax romana

Romanization

Jesus

Paul

aqueduct

third-century crisis

Constantine

Byzantine Empire

Qin

Shi Huangdi

Han

Chang’an

gentry

Essay Question samples:  While reading the chapter, students should keep these questions in mind.  These are samples, not necessarily the questions that will be used on the test.  

1. In what ways were the economic foundations of the Roman and Han Empires similar?  How do you account for the similarity?  How were they different?  What were the consequences of the differences?
2. Why did Christianity develop when and as it did?  Who would you say is the founder of the Christian religion?  Why did it ultimately survive and succeed?

3. How can two great empires at the opposite ends of the Eurasian continent develop similar social attributes?
4. How did religion in Rome and China help define their cultures?

5. What factors may have contributed to the fall of Rome and Han China?

