Chapter 7 Study Guide: Networks of Communication and Exchange.

After studying this chapter students will:

1. Be able to identify the locations and to describe the participants and the major trade good of the Silk Road, the Indian Ocean, and the trans-Saharan trade routes.

2. Be able to define the term “Africanity” and explain the development of “Africanity” in terms of the Bantu migrations.

3. Be able to analyze the relationship between environment, transportation technology, and trade along the Silk Road, Indian Ocean, and the trans-Saharan trade routes.

4. Be able to discuss the causes and the patterns of the spread of Buddhism and Christianity.

Students will be familiar with the following terms from the Chapter

Silk Road

Parthians

Stirrup

Indian Ocean 

         Maritime System

Trans-Saharan caravan routes

Sahel

Ghana

Sub-Saharan Africa

Steppes

Savanna

Tropical rain forest

Great traditions

Small traditions

Bantu

Armenia 

Ethiopia

Essay Question Samples.

1. Are there substantial similarities between the origins and the development of the Silk Road and the Trans-Saharan trade?

2. What effects did the Indian Ocean trade have on the societies that took part in it?  What factors determine the extent or the significance of the effects of trade on society?

3. How is trade related to the dissemination of technology?

4. How did geography affect the trade patterns of Africa and of Asia during the period of time covered in this chapter?

5. Why did Buddhism and Christianity spread when and as they did?

6. On page 201 the authors state that “travelers and traders were not always admired or respected.  They seldom owned much land or wielded political power.  Moreover, they were often socially isolated (sometimes by law) and secretive because any talk about markets, products, routes, and travel conditions could help their competitors.”  If this is the case, then what role did trade play in their various societies between 300 BCE and 1100BCE?

Sample Map Questions:

1. On a map of Asia and the Indian Ocean area, show the major overland and Indian Ocean trade routes.  What technological developments facilitated the development of the trade overland and in the Indian Ocean?

2. On a map of Asia and the Indian Ocean area,  indicate the products, peoples, and political entities involved in the trade routes.

3. On a map of Africa, including the Red Sea and Persian Gulf areas, show the major trans-Saharan and coastal trade routes.  Also, label the major political entities and groups of peoples located along those routes.

4. Using a map of Africa, describe the diverse environmental elements and geography.  Keeping these geographic elements in mind, explain why cultural unity in Africa south of the Sahara was remarkable.

