Chapter 8 Study Guide

After studying this chapter, the students will:

1. Be able to explain how Islam originated and how other traditions influenced its development.

2. How Islamic society developed secular rule, and how the institiution of the caliphate evolved over time.

3. What role the Quran and the hadith had in Muslim law and society.

4. What influence Islam exerted on women, families, and slavery.

5. How Islamic life differed in urban and rural areas.
6. Be familiar with the story of the life of Muhammad, the umma, and the three branches of Islam (Sunni, Shiite, and Kharijite).
7. Understand how the Byzantine and especially Sasanid imperial institutions laid the foundations for the Islamic state.
8. Be able to identify and to analyze the rise and the decline of the Umayyad and the Abbasid Caliphates.

9. Be familiar with the characteristics of Islamic civilization including the Shari’a, the role of cities in Islam, intellectual life, and the roles of women and slaves.

Students will be familiar with the following terms from the Chapter:

Shi’ites

Sunnis

Sasanid Empire

Mecca

Muhammad

muslim

Islam

Medina

umma

caliphate

Quaran

Umayyad Caliphate

Abbasid Caliphate

mamluks

ulama

hadith

Essay Question Samples:

1. What reasons might there be for the timing, rapidity, and direction of Muslim territorial expansion?  What more do you need to know in order to gain an understanding of the expansion of Islam?

2. What were the cause of the decline of the caliphate

3. Read the description of the developments in Zoroastrianism and in Christianity on pages 228-229 and then the descriptions of the development of Islam on pages 241-242 and 245-246.  On the basis of this reading, what conclusions might you draw about the relations between religion and the state in the Islamic caliphate, the Byzantine Empire, and the Sasanid Empire?

4. What does “The Fraternity of Beggars” (page 242) indicate about Islamic society and its values?

Map Questions:

1. Describe the expansion of Islam after the death of Muhammad.  Where and how did the religion and political influence of the Muslims spread?  Who were the various peoples and cultures in these conquered lands?

2. The chapter describes a “golden age” of Islamic civilization during which a multiethnic Islamic world flourished.  What groups were included in the description of a “multiethnic” empire?  Did geography play a role in this development?  How?

