Position Papers

The purpose of the position papers is to enable the delegates to engage in good substantive debate at the conference and to ensure that each delegate is fully familiar with their nation. These papers also allow delegates to learn the valuable skill of summary. Because there is a page limit (and font size limit) the delegates must organize all of their research and find the pieces that are the most important. It is important to be able to successfully incorporate one’s thoughts into written form during debate. Submission of a position paper will be a key factor in determining a delegate’s level of preparation for the purpose of selection for awards.

Use you textbooks (Chapter 33) to gain your background knowledge of each topic.  Also, use the articles that have been provided to give you a current understanding of the issues that we will attempt to resolve during our conference.  Substantively, the position paper should address the pertinent background information to the topic, the country’s stance on the issue, and specific proposals to resolve the problem

The requirements for the position papers are detailed below. Part of the purpose of the papers is to allow the delegates to summarize the most important part of their research, it is not meant to serve as an exhaustive report.

· Understanding the position of the nation in regards to each topic

· Original and knowledgeable thinking in terms of a solution to the problem.

· Clearly stating the nation’s policies

· Correct use of grammar and spelling

Requirements

· Maximum one page per topic

· Maximum 12 point font

· Minimum 10 point font

· Margins must be: 1” top/bottom 1.25” right/left

· Heading must only include: Committee, Delegation, Topic

