World History Course Syllabus
Mr. Philip L. Thomas

1st Semester 2008-09
Webpage: www.mrphiliplthomas.com

Textbook: World History: Patterns of Interaction, McDougal Littell; 2006 edition 
PRICE: $65.00


Units:

· I.  Ancient Eastern Mediterranean 3500 BCE- 500 BCE 
· II.  Ancient China & India 1100 BCE- 500 BCE
· III.  Classic Mediterranean Societies: Greece and Rome 700 BCE- 400 CE
· IV.  Byzantine & Mongol Empires 450 CE- 1500 CE

· V.  Origins and Expansion of the Islamic World 600 CE- 1300 CE

· VI.  Early African Societies Before 1800 CE/European Medieval Society
· VII.  The Development of Societies in Central and South America/Renaissance and Reformation
Evaluation:

· Major Tests

35%

· Interactive Student Notebook (includes homework, class participation, projects, and essays)  

35%

· Quizzes

15%

· Final Exam 

15%

· At the end of the year there will be a cumulative final that covers 1st and 2nd semester.
Grading Scale:

90-100 = A

89-80 = B

79-70 = C

0-69 = F
Expectations:

· If you need help with anything, or have any problems or complaints, please speak with an instructor.  Every attempt will be made to correct the situation and all matters will remain confidential.

· You are expected to put forth your best effort in a cooperative manner during class.  Show consideration to all those around you.  Failure to do so will result in disciplinary action.

· Each student will be expected to keep an Interactive Student Notebook.  Work should not be kept in your textbook.  Also, keep a place in your Interactive Student Notebook where you can record all of your grades.

· You are expected to attend class every day.  You should come to class prepared (Notebook, Pen or Pencil, Assignments, and all other necessary materials) and ready to discuss assignments.

· You are expected to be on time to class every day.  Tardies will be punished accordingly with your student handbook.  Detention will be in the morning before school starts.

· You are expected to complete all assignments on time and to participate in all class activities.

· Cheating is unacceptable and punished harshly.

· Gum, food, and drinks (other than water) are not permitted in the classroom.  Hats are not to be worn, writing on the desks is not permitted and audio devices are prohibited.  Packing up before the teacher is finished instructing or the bell rings is not allowed.

· Making up work due to absence is the responsibility of the student. Upon returning from an absence, the student must find out what he/she needs to make up.  Work must be completed within one week of absence.  Failure to make up work will result in a grade of “0”.  Students absent only the day before an announced test will be expected to take the test with the class.  Projects may be turned in after the deadline.  However, there will be a penalty for each day late.

· Contents of the syllabus and instructional units may be subject to change.

Recovery:

· . Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.

· Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

· Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

CHS Social Studies Department Plagiarism Statement:
· Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one's own.  

· Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to 1.) using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; 2.) using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3.) using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author.  

· Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  

· Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.   

Individual Instruction Help Sessions:

· Mr. Thomas will be available Mon. thru Th. in H-63 from 8:00am to 8:30 or by appointment.
Conference Information:

· Parents may call the school (my voicemail # is 328) their calls will be returned at the earliest opportunity.  Parents may also contact the instructor through e-mail by accessing the Fulton County School System web site at thomasp4@fulton.k12.ga.us
After signing please return to Mr. Thomas.  Thank you!
I understand the rules and guidelines of Mr. Thomas’s World History course syllabus:

Student Signature: ____________________________________________________

Parent Signature:  _____________________________________________________

